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land of the Nile fell to the share of Ptolemy who estab-
lished an independent Greek kingdom in Egypt. But
the Ptolemies were wise enough to become completely
Egyptianized except in name. They accepted the
religion and social habits of the land, married their
own sisters in the Egyptian manner and their names
were recorded in the sacred writings within cartouches.
In the first century B. c. Egypt passed from the hands
of the romantic queen Cleopatra to those of Octavius
Caesar and became a province of the Roman Empire.
Egypt 5 who had made history and dictated the destiny
of man for well over thirty-five centuries^ now ceased
to be free.
2.   CIVILIZATION
Egyptian civilization was one of the earliest human
achievements. The first beginnings arose during
the Neolithic period when Egypt was passing out of
barbarism into civilization. Like all Neolithic peoples
Egyptians too began to cover the marches of civiliza-
tion through handicrafts. Pottery fashioned by hand
and coloured was frequently of the most exquisite
form. Reed mats were plaited and coarse cloth was
woven, while the flint implements had no parallel in
finish anywhere.
But it is not this aspect of Egypt's civilization which
arrests the notice of the historian. It is indeed the
outlook on life which shaped most of the peculiar trends
of the culture of the Nile. This outlook was rather
gloomy and was responsible for all the countless necro-
poles and imposing pyramids. Take away the pyramids
from the coun*; and much of what remains will cease
to be of effective interest. The pyramids are the
key to the dark mysteries of that land for they con-
tained within them besides the untold riches of millen-
niums the embalmed mummies and the hieroglyphics,
both remarkable achievements *>of antiquity and both
incidents of the ingenuity and power of priestcraft.